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Area of permanent grasslands in the country, trends and possible reasons of grasslands area 

dynamics

2

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,400,000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Overall grassland situation in Lithuania

Permanent (>5 years), natural and semi-natural grasslands and pastures Grasslands and pastures <5 years



3

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Permanent vs. cultivated grassland situation in Lithuania

Permanent (>5 years), natural and semi-natural grasslands and pastures Grasslands and pastures <5 years



4

No. Land use

thousand, 
ha

thousand, 
ha

thousand, 
ha

thousand, 
ha

thousand, 
ha

thousand, 
ha

All land area

Arable land
Orchards
Meadows
of them cultural
Pastures
of them cultural
Total agriculture
land use
Forests
Tree and bushes
greenery
Swamps
Waters
Roads, streets, squares
Built-up area
Other land



5

0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

2500000

1946 1951 1961 1970 1980 1989 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Overall grassland situation in Lithuania

Permanent (>5 years), natural and semi-natural grasslands and pastures Grasslands and pastures <5 years

-908 072 ha!!!

Average grassland area per period: 1 099 541



Possible reasons of grasslands area dynamics

• Change of economic and social situation;

• Huge decline in animal numbers;

• Change in farming practises;

• Support system not in favour for animal husbandry;

• Technical error in declaration system rules and setting the reference 
data???
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Situation analysis of (EU) protected grassland habitats in the country 
(trends, conservation status, overview on the reasons determining existing 

state of grassland habitats)
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Reasons:

• Abandonment
(establishment of

invasive and

nitrophilic

species;

• Transformation to

cultural

grasslands, arable

land or forest;

• Shredding;

• Intensive grazing;

• Loss of small
farms;

• Decline of

livestock farming;



Update of ongoing developments/initiatives, challenges and successes regarding 
grassland conservation in the country (from perspective of the competent 

authority)

Most of the farmers treat permanent grasslands as a big 
burden

• In 2021 and 2022 LT farmers ploughed up more than 5 %
of permanent grasslands area compared to the reference
year, however MoA provided corrected statistical data (for
example, areas which became organic farms, forest or
wetlands were excluded etc.) and farmers didn’t need to
restore any grasslands.

• In 2023 the area of ploughed permanent grasslands got
even bigger and reached 18,64 %! This time MoA managed
to convince EC to reduce LT reference area from 746
thousand to 694 thousand ha and that resulted in much
smaller area of grasslands which needs to be restored (still
it is around 110 thousand ha!).

• Yet LT farmers do not want to restore grasslands and think
that government should solve this problem. 8
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Other challenges related to grassland conservation in the country

• Less and less farmers keep cattle – lack of support for the animal 
husbandry sector;

• Most of the cattle are kept inside and have small impact on the 

maintaining of grasslands; 

• Excess biomass (lack of alternatives, such as composting sites, 

production of pellets etc.);

• Too small payment rates;

• Participation in eco-shemes and Natura 2000 measures is not 

compatible anymore;

• To narrow definition of grasslands (some areas are treated as not eligible 

for payments, for example wooded meadows);

• CAP Strategic Plan is the main instrument to save permanent grasslands 
in our country, but big amount of money is spent for other eco-schemes 

which have much smaller environmental value (for example, certified 

seed).

• Ban of shredding (in 2021) made management of grasslands more 

challenging/expensive?
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Initiatives and successes

• In 2021 investment measure for restoration of 
habitats of the endangered bird – aquatic warbler 
was extended and now includes long list of 
habitats, plant, insect, reptile and bird species;

• Agricultural sector slowly stars to accept not 
“perfectly” managed grasslands – with some trees, 
shrubs etc. 

• LIFE IP Naturalit team prepared two policy briefs 
which provided useful insights related to grass 
shredding and grazing of wooded meadows;

• Pilot testing of result-based agri-environmental 
scheme;

• Good farmer championship.
12
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Good old days for grasslands ☺ Thank you!



Challenges/successes of setting FRVs

National habitats inventory 2010-2015: 

• evidence on habitat ranges and on habitat area collected;

• national level conservation objectives for habitat area to be maintained at 

national and at Natura 2000 network level legally approved;

• habitat monitoring methodology developed;

• definitions of good conservation status (structure and functions) for habitats at 

national level developed.
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Current state on implementation and update of prioritized 

action framework (PAF) for Natura 2000

LT PAF was submitted to European Commission on 18th of

March 2022.

Till now we didn’t monitor the implementation of PAF very

actively, but MoE is planning to revise it this year. The goal is to
evaluate which measures foreseen in the PAF are being

implemented already, which will be implemented later, and

which will possibly not.

To facilitate communication with key stakeholders MoE

(implementing one of LIFE IP Naturalit activities) formed the

Monitoring group for the Lithuanian PAF implementation (PAF

monitoring group).

This group of experts from different institutions and

organisations will help to ensure successful implementation of

PAF and thus implement the Natura 2000 network to its full

potential through guidance, and, where necessary, through

enforcement action.
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