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Area of permanent grasslands in the country, trends and possible reasons of grasslands area
dynamics

Overall grassland situation in Lithuania
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Permanentvs. cultivated grassland situation in Lithuania
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Overall grassland situation in Lithuania
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-908 072 ha!!!
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Possible reasons of grasslands area dynamics

e Change of economic and social situation;

* Huge decline in animal numbers;

e Change in farming practises;

e Support system not in favour for animal husbandry;

e Technical error in declaration system rules and setting the reference
data???
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Situation analysis of (EU) protected grassland habitats in the country
(trends, conservation status, overview on the reasons determining existing

state of grassland habitats)

Habitat code |Habitat
2330 Mesusiverusios 2emynines smiltpieves
4030 Virfynai
5130 Kadagynai
6120 *Xeric sand calcareous grasslands
Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous
6210 substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid sites)
*Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substratesin
mountain areas (and submountain areas, in Continental
6230 Europe)
6270 *Fennoscandian lowland species-rich dry to mesic grasslands
Maolinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden
6410 soils (Molinion caeruleae)
Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the
6430 montane to alpine levels
6450 Morthern boreal alluvial meadows
Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba
6510 officinalis)
6530 *Fennoscandian wooded meadows
9070 Fennoscandian wooded pastures

Reasons:

Abandonment
(establishment of
invasive and
nitrophilic
species;
Transformation to
cultural
grasslands, arable
land or forest;
Shredding;
Intensive grazing;
Loss of small
farms;

Decline of
livestock farming;



Update of ongoing developments/initiatives, challenges and successes regarding
grassland conservation in the country (from perspective of the competent
authority)

Most of the farmers treat permanent grasslands as a big
burden

In 2021 and 2022 LT farmers ploughed up more than 5 %
of permanent grasslands area compared to the reference
year, however MoA provided corrected statistical data (for
example, areas which became organic farms, forest or
wetlands were excluded etc.) and farmers didn’t need to
restore any grasslands.

In 2023 the area of ploughed permanent grasslands got &
even bigger and reached 18,64 %! This time MoA managed
to convince EC to reduce LT reference area from 746 B
thousand to 694 thousand ha and that resulted in much
smaller area of grasslands which needs to be restored (still

itis around 110 thousand hal).

Yet LT farmers do not want to restore grasslands and think » AR\ g
that government should solve this problem. o .



Other challenges related to grassland conservation in the country

Less and less farmers keep cattle — lack of support for the animal
husbandry sector;

Most of the cattle are kept inside and have small impact on the
maintaining of grasslands;

Excess biomass (lack of alternatives, such as composting sites,
production of pellets etc.);

Too small payment rates;

Participationin eco-shemes and Natura 2000 measures is not
compatibleanymore;

To narrow definition of grasslands (some areas are treated as not eligible
for payments, for example wooded meadows);

CAP Strategic Plan is the main instrument to save permanent grasslands
in our country, but big amount of money is spent for other eco-schemes
which have much smaller environmental value (for example, certified
seed).

Ban of shredding (in 2021) made management of grasslands more
challenging/expensive?









Initiatives and successes

In 2021 investment measure for restoration of
habitats of the endangered bird —aquatic warbler
was extended and now includes long list of
habitats, plant, insect, reptile and bird species;

Agricultural sector slowly stars to accept not
“perfectly” managed grasslands — with some trees,
shrubs etc.

LIFE IP Naturalitteam prepared two policy briefs
which provided useful insights related to grass
shredding and grazing of wooded meadows;

Pilot testing of result-based agri-environmental
scheme;

Good farmer championship.

EB svarbos ekoschemos

lipas_2023
Vertybé

Specifiniai

Bl reikalavimai

Pieva
6510

1. Nejrengti naujy sausinimo,
drekinimo sistemy;

2. Nearti, jskaitant ir bearimes
technologijas, ir neperseti
kultirinemis Zolémis;

3. Nenaudoti augaly apsaugos
produkty, netresti
mineralinemis ir organinémis
traSomis, neskleisti nuoteky
dumblo, nekalkinti;
4.Sienavima pradéti ne

anksciau kaip einamyjy mety
birzelio 20 d.;

5. Sienavima ir zolés surinkima |
kravas (ar susukima j rulonus)
baigti iki einamyjy mety
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Good old days for grasslands © Thank you!
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National habitats inventory 2010-2015:

Challenges/successes of setting FRVs

> evidence on habitat ranges and on habitat area collected;

- national level conservation objectives for habitat area to be maintained at
national and at Natura 2000 network level legally approved;

habitat monitoring methodology developed;

> definitions of good conservation status (structure and functions) for habitats at
national level developed.



Krastovaizdzio ir biologinés

ivairovés i§saugojimo 2015-2020 == L
mety veiksmu plano . g
4 priedas e
EUROPOS BENDRIJOS SVARBOS NATURALIU BUVEINIU NACIONALINIAI :
APSAUGOS TIKSLAI
&
Siekiamas iSsaugoti buveinés D
S Buveinés pavadinimas plotes, ha
Nr. Eviso i€ jo BAST 1 / ;
Salyje tinkle i
1 [ 1130 Upiu Ziotys FSle 24
2 | 1150 Lagiinos 31963 30893
3 | 1170 Rifai 46104 18819
4 | 2110 Uzuomazginés pustomos kopos 205 138 .
5 | 2120 Baltosios kopos 824 509 i
6 [ 2130 Pilkosios kopos 846 659 s
7 | 2140 Kopu varnauogvnai 56 56 Legend Pn
8 [ 2170 Kopu gluosnvnai
9 | 2180 MedZiais apaugusios pajirio kopos

10 | 2190 Drégnos tarpkopés

11 | 2320 Pajiirio smélyny tvruliai

12 | 2330 Nesusivérusios Zemyninés smiltpievés

13 | 3130 Mazai mineralizuoti eZerai su bidmainiy augaly
bendrijomis

14 | 3140 EZerai su menturdumbliu bendrijomis

15 | 3150 Natoralus eutrofiniai eZerai su plidziy arba astriy
bendrijomis

16 | 3160 Natiralds distrofiniai eZerai

17 | 3190 Gipso karsto eZerai

18 | 3260 Upiu sraunumos su kurkliu bendrijomis

19 | 3270 Dumblingos upiu pakrantés

20 | 4030 Virzynai

el eondemmnnd

22 | 6120 Karbonatiniu smélynu pievos

23 | 6210 Stepinés pievos

24 | 6230 Rusiy turtingi briedgaurynai

25 | 6270 Rasiy turtingi smilgynai

26 | 6410 Melvenynai

27 | 6430 Eutrofiniai aukstieji Zolynai

28 | 6450 Aliuvinés pievos

29 | 6510 Sienaujamos mezofitu pievos

30 | 6530 Miskapievés

R e

B/ 312 3613 | 3sta iy 08 | 029

el 2 s
::»:‘m‘w L ARE TR R ms'xw'mr‘mn‘ajﬂo . %22 623 324 25 *27 n“
T 1 + Las . .

{ 151 1 ™ - . 4 - 4 .

207 % 3

o 'W‘@-ﬂw a2 g xm_._me N7 A We W v wn wn NN w2 @ ¥ %

g v — A — 5 7 | i il 1

| NI getd e serr | e e | 3022 | 3023 | Bou | 3005 | e 3 | w2 g mn o Eaad
3 s | »® . 1

L >k m
1. )& 1 T itk L1 lwol

= "'3"““‘ Fors agne ”"‘ 2 :ﬂ:ams@m7mm‘m"wnmm.‘w

§ =) Q5 ol R — = w1 o e b oot v bl Bl
010 (%11 | a2 14013 | 4014 | 4015 | 4016 | 4017 | 4010 | 070 menm o o w0 e ey | a0n a0 a0 oo On 0D O3 :: 0%
= . ! .
! . I R « SP7 lksl BR P o, t

5 ane #*)4(9 oo o ez an e e o nn}a Gw o e am 4 . e uy
3 - ! < | ) v .

{ P BRI &% I  HEGA ' . v

on | an am | en. 28
A ¢

4@
. R
s X
4 Ll

OB\ a5 | s e g | am om0 an %
=) 24

‘mr*m -z me 08 A9 | % | gan
b4 I e e

Legend

% Monitoring squares:

coastal sand dunes and inland dunes
| freshwater habitats
grassland formations and related habitats
- raised bogs, mires and fens

- forests

9160 Sub-Atlantic and medio-European oak or
oak-hombeam forests of the Carpinion betuli

7 9190 Oid acidophilous oak woods with
m Quercus robur on sandy plains

[7777] 9170 Central European lichen Scots pine forests

I Protected areas

IGa mtos tyrimu centras

EB SVARBOS NATURALIU BUVEINIU
PALANKIOS APSAUGOS BUKLES KRITERLJU
NUSTATYMAS IR MONITORINGO SISTEMOS

METODINIU PAGRINDU SUKURIMAS

I dalis

EB svarbos buveiniy inventorizavimo duomeny analizé ir
palankios apsaugos biiklés Kriterijy nustatymas

Ataskaitapagal 2014 m. laplridio 28 d.
sutartj su Lietuvos Respublikos Aplinkos
ministerija Nr. VPS-2014-188-E3

M15 Vihiie



Current state on implementation and update of prioritized
action framework (PAF) for Natura 2000

LT PAF was submitted to European Commission on 18% of
March 2022.

Till now we didn’t monitor the implementation of PAF very
actively, but MoE is planning to revise it this year. The goal is to
evaluate which measures foreseen in the PAF are being
implemented already, which will be implemented later, and
which will possibly not.

To facilitate communication with key stakeholders MoE
(implementing one of LIFE IP Naturalit activities) formed the
Monitoring group for the Lithuanian PAF implementation (PAF
monitoring group).

This group of experts from different institutions and
organisations will help to ensure successful implementation of
PAF and thus implement the Natura 2000 network to its full
potential through guidance, and, where necessary, through
enforcement action.
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